
Parliamentary News
Alan Whitehead�s Fifth Annual Report to Constituents

Southampton Test Constituency: Bevois (part of), Coxford, Freemantle, Millbrook, Portswood & Swaythling, Redbridge and Shirley 

Speaking up for
Southampton

NEW! Four surgeries a month
They will be taking place at 

l First Friday of the month at 
20-22 Southampton Street

l First Saturday of the month at either 
Maytree Nursery and Infants School
or Shirley Local Housing Office

l Third Friday of the month at 
20-22 Southampton Street

l Third Saturday of the month at 
Lordshill Local Housing Office

Please call my constituency office on 8023 1942 or
send an e-mail to alan@alan-whitehead.org.uk 
to book an appointment

More advice surgeries
announced
On top of my regular and popular advice
surgeries there will now be an extra surgery
every month to give constituents the
opportunity to meet with me on a one to one
basis.  The venues for the advice surgeries will
be located across the constituency.  I am
always willing to help people where possible
but you need to live in my constituency if I am
to take your case forward.

Advice surgeries provide constituents with a
chance to discuss issues that you want to
raise with me, or any problems that you might
have.  Initial appointments last for 10 minutes
after which I may make representations on
your behalf to the appropriate authorities.

Design for the Pump Up the Vote postcard for 14-18 year olds in the
constituency.  During October 2002 more than 3,000 citizenship packs
including a newsletter, questionnaire and postcards were circulated
through schools, colleges, youth clubs and libraries.
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There are lots of things happening in

Southampton right now, and I�ve been

involved in speaking for the city on

many of them over the past year. This

annual report once again sets out what

I�ve been doing on these and other

matters and lets you know how you can

get in touch with me if you have issues

you�d like to raise.



Redbridge
Discussed initiative between City Council and fire service on
abandoned cars. Launched the initiative at Redbridge fire
station. Questions in Parliament on the future trading
arrangements of Ordnance Survey. Launched MP�s in Schools
pack at Redbridge Community School. Active in discussing
implications of the
proposal to build an
IKEA superstore on the
Calor Gas site.

Out and about in Southampton
Test during 2002
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Portswood and
Swaythling
Correspondence and campaigning on better
bus routes in Winn Road and Westwood

Road.  Discussion and action on graffiti and
vandalism in Portswood and Swaythling High Road.
Action with the City Council and the University on
students as neighbours.

Coxford
Discussion and action on motorbike joyriding in Lordswood.
Action on better bus routes in Aldermoor. Resolution of problems
around Council�s land development
proposals on Coxford Road. Opened
the new UK Online Centre at
Oaklands Community School.

Alan Whitehead joins Cllr Richard Harris to open the
new UK online centre at Oaklands Community School.
The centre will provide local people with greater
access to the Internet and providing IT training.

Shirley
Dealt with problems arising
from plans to build new
supermarket in Shirley
precinct. Discussion and
action on Taunton's College
building plans. Held Youth
Advisory surgery at No
Limits in Shirley. Action on
better bus routes to the
General hospital. Support
for and action on UK
online centre Shirley
Warren.

Millbrook
Promoted and assisted revamp of allotments in Paignton
Road. Launched campaign on the
'Green Gym' at the Down to Earth
Centre at Millbrook School. Two
'Advice surgeries' for Pupils at
Regents Park School. Questions in
Parliament on the future of the
BAT factory in Millbrook and on
the Outer Shirley District Heating
Scheme.

Pupils at
Regents
Park
Girls
School
listening
to Alan
talk about his life in politics.
There have also been two youth
advice surgeries at the school.

Local people in the Paignton
Road area are being
encouraged to take on
allotments.  Alan Whitehead
went down to the open day
to lend a hand with some
planting.

Freemantle
Questions and correspondence
on the future of the Civil
Service Sports Ground in
Malmesbury Road.
Discussions and action on the
development of the Shirley
Swimming Pool.
Representations about the
future of the Residents
Association building in
Randolph Road.

Alan Whitehead joins Cllr Richard
Williams and DCO John Bonny

from Hampshire Fire and Rescue
service to launch a pilot initiative to
cut the number of abandoned cars

in the west of the city 

Every year I deal with many issues that
affect local communities in Southampton.
Sometimes it is about discussing what is
going to happen: sometimes I will be
making representations on behalf of
residents, and sometimes I will be

writing to Ministers or raising
questions in Parliament. Here is
a sample of what I've been doing
in your area.

Bevois 
Held meeting and took
action with Clovelly
Road residents on drug
pushing in the area.

Discussions with the Hospital Trust on the future of the
Royal South Hants hospital. Involvement in establishing
the best way forward for the Medina Mosque in Rowlands
Walk.   Action on future of staff following take-over of
Meridian TV.

Alan listening to local people at a
meeting of Clovelly Road residents
discussing local issues and
concerns that they have.



A Year in Parliament . . .

During my time as a minister I
did keep in close touch with the
city, although inevitably I was away
often and my duties placed some
restrictions on what could be done
on your behalf in Parliament.  One
area I have pursued both in
government and as a backbencher
has been the reform of local
government finance, and in
particular, how the local
government grant is distributed to
higher cost local authorities in the
South of England. The South has
its problems too!

I have been active in Parliament on energy
issues. The Government�s Energy Review -
towards 2050 has been published, and I want to
ensure that as much of our energy needs as
possible comes from renewable sources - which is
the only sensible way forward. 

I have also been speaking in Parliament on new
forms of energy. In urban areas, what about
combined heat and power (CHP) and solar
energy? In this context, I have been active in

supporting moves to heat housing in the city via
CHP.  This will not only help the environment, but
will also help with fuel bills - several thousand
people in the city could have much cheaper fuels
bills soon as a result of CHP projects.

I have also been active in lobbying the
government on improving waste recycling and
refuse, and have been supporting projects put
forward in Hampshire to this end.

A little noticed, but major issue, in the City has
concerned the future of Ordnance Survey (OS).
Would it be privatised, or allowed to expand its
activities as a Government Agency? Assisted by
my lobbying, its future as a Government Agency
is now assured. This is the best result both for UK
map-making and for the employees at OS.

Meanwhile, we all need a roof over our heads. I
have been doing work in Parliament on regional
housing need . We need more homes in the South
East, but they must be in the right place, must be
affordable, and must be predominantly built in
urban areas and on previously used sites. It is a
difficult circle to square.

Part of this year was spent as a junior local government, health and safety
and fire service minister. But following the reorganisation of the Department of Transport
and Local Government in the summer, my portfolio went to three different ministries, and I have
returned to the backbenches. 

Fellow speakers with Alan Whitehead at a national conference in the city on meeting
the social and health needs of refugees and asylum seekers.

Alan visits a sustainable
housing development in
Portswood to find out
more about this
innovative project and
how environmentally
friendly housing can 
become a reality.
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Financial year April 2001 - March 2002
Parliamentary Salary and Allowance

Parliamentary Salary £49,490

Additional living allowance £15,157

Ministerial Additional Salary (part of year) £17,837

Costs met from Office Cost Allowance

SSttaaffff  CCoossttss

Research and Secretarial costs £49,267.81
Employers National Insurance £3,658.61
Staff expenses £208.66
Training nil

OOffffiiccee  CCoossttss

Office running costs (includes rent, office £11,935.82
equipment,Telephone, services, 

building work and insurance)

Agency Staff £404.25
Design and publications £6,819.78
Equipment, leasing and maintenance £1,847.63
Other costs £169.44

Total £74,312

Note: The increase in the office cost allowance made by the

parliamentary estate allowed me to increase staff resources

and publications to keep you in touch.

Every year I publish details of my accounts. I have no other

sources of income other than my MP’s salary.

ALAN WHITEHEAD — REPRESENTING SOUTHAMPTON TEST

Financial Information

Meet the team
It's thanks to my hard working team in Southampton -
Chris Bull, Mike Collins and Rosemarie Oxford  - and
Mike Kelly in London - that my office runs smoothly.
Together they provide vital support for my work in the
constituency and parliament - whether casework,
advice surgeries, campaigns, research, press work or
keeping the website up to date.

In the last year more than 550 people have come to
talk to me at one of my advice surgeries, more than
300 people called into my constituency office, there
have been more than 1,000 items of casework and
more than 3,500 e-mails.

Cut out and keep
!

6 Ways to contact Alan Whitehead:

n Write to 20-22 Southampton Street, 
Southampton, SO15 2ED

n  Phone the Constituency Office on 8023 1942

n  Fax the Constituency Office on 8023 1943

n  See Alan at one of his advice surgeries

n  E-mail Alan at alan@alan-whitehead.org.uk

n  Visit www.alan-whitehead.org.uk

Casework Breakdown

Breakdown of types of casework dealt with by
the constituency office

Photographs courtesy of: The Daily Echo, Richard Williams, Mike
Collins, Southampton City Primary Care Trust and Jenny Martin.


